The LARS Fox Hunt of Saturday 22 April 2006

Early Saturday early, I was charging all the battery packs.  The 7.2 volts at 4500 mA laptop battery was prepared.  All of it was stuffed into one smaller box and to put in the car.  Saturday morning Stanley, KD4ERF, and I decided to meet at Hardee's for breakfast.  

Saturday morning was pleasant and a lot drier than the last few days and promised to be a nice day for a FOX Hunt!  Stanley & Virginia and I met for breakfast.  We discussed computer problems.  After breakfast at Hardee’s I headed out Hwy 25 to Levi Jackson Park.  I was to meet Stanley at the top of the hill but had to look around for a very appropriate spot for the FOX’s den!  Walking around and finding Lots of Poison Ivy brought up a discussion to not put the FOX in the middle of a patch of it! There was a nice large fallen tree with a big root wad that looked promising.  The west side of the trunk had much less three leaved plants and I walked into a deep mattress of leaves, aha. Digging down it seemed about 7 inches deep! The FOX radio used the laptop battery pack and was set to 300 mW with a wire dipole on a short piece of coax attached. It was placed in a zip-lock bag and laid in the very wet pocket and covered with (wet) leaves. Even the bright green antenna wire was covered. It really was impossible to see!  At 10:00 it was activated and Stanley and I went looking for Peter. 

GPS said: 37 degrees and 04.905 seconds N


     84 degrees and 02. 895 seconds W


     1215 feet amsl

The following was transcribed from the traffic on 146.610. 

Timeline:

10:00   FOX was turned on.


10:04
Peter, KJ4ND called, after Jim, N4ICU, announced the FOX was on.

10:05
Peter and Scotty, W4EFG were talking when this guy called a RACES net.


10:14
Peter said he couldn’t hear the FOX. Stanley said it was on and has been on.

10:34
Peter was mobile and still couldn’t hear the FOX.

10:35  Jim had a short talk with K?4ECW.

10:47
Jim talked with Peter, he said it was just south of Flea Land, barely heard it.

11:09   Jim talked with Peter; he got a direction with the null beam.

11:12
Peter arrived at the Ranger Station using a beam.

11:16
Peter now 250 feet from FOX using a 4 element beam!

11:17
Peter got rid of beam and took off with HT slightly off frequency.

11:22
Peter kicking leaves (real close) then walks off.

11:23
Peter is now on this side of fallen tree, now down looking in the roots.

11:24
Peter walking in leaves sweeping leaves with his foot.

11:25
Peter sweeps leaves off and sees baggie FOX is in, He FOUND FOX!!!

11:25
Note: Peter still uses his feet to find Foxes, but he did NOT step on this one!
10:39
Stanley and I talked with Peter for a while.  Then the FOX was turned off.

The placement of the dipole antenna horizontally and not much above the ground caused the Fox to be unheard at the start point.  And Peter noticed the horizontal polarization.

This hunt also showed that Peter uses his feet too much, which means the FOX may not be found by that method next time.  Note that no FOX was harmed in this hunt! We also discussed the use of more water to try to obscure the object of the hunt.

Looking at Peter’s maps shows that some directional readings may be slightly skewed by hills or large buildings. If not supplemented by additional readings this may result in fruitless searching in a wrong direction.

73 & GOD Bless

Jim, Fox, FOX, N4ICU, Invisible very weak Fox ………

Pictures of the Fox Hunt of Saturday, April 22, 2006
Pictures compliments of Stan KD4ERF
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1.   Jim Russell N4ICU, a.k.a., “the sneaky fox”, makes notes of the fox location using the GPS and checks out the health of the fox prior to concealing it in a nearby lair.
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2.  The GPS reveals the location of the fox for use with the maps of the area. Characteristics of the radio frequency signals from the location are noted for use in the future.
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3.  Jim N4ICU records information on the site for future reference. 
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4. Peter Rock KJ4ND uses a home brew antenna to try to get a direction on the fox signal. 
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5.   Peter KJ4ND seems to have narrowed the direction of the fox as the attenuator shows a very strong signal.
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6. Peter KJ4ND turns in all directions to find the direction with the strongest signal.
[image: image7.jpg]



7.  Peter KJ4ND disappears into the undergrowth in the park looking for the fox.
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8.  Peter KJ4ND seems to have a very strong signal coming from a fallen tree.
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9. Peter KJ4ND disappears behind a tree near the fallen tree.
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10. Peter checks the fallen leaves in the area around the tree stump, hoping to find the fox.
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11. Peter KJ4ND looks in some holed under the tree stump, fearing that something besides the fox could be lurking in the holes.
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12. Peter KJ4ND, confident that the fox is in the immediate vicinity, uses his foot to clear out the dead leaves, and finds the sneaky fox.
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13.  Peter KJ4ND discusses the problems in the hunt with Jim N4ICU.
